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Aster day 5

We left Montchanin this morning at 9.00 am andvadiat Chagny at 7.30 pm having covered 29 milds an
descended 23 locks. These were our first dowrlduks and presented quite a challenge to The AdnTirey
are tricky because it is very difficult to 'spdietexact lock entrance from the rear of a big bastier handles
very well generally, although it is quite physieadrk managing the throttle, gear lever and enorntities.
Fine movements are possible but juggling speedrantand rear rudders is quite an art - partidular the
wind. The tiller incidentally has been made evegdaas two broom-handles have been added as amsext.
Although the arrangement looks a bit peculiars tiseful should someone wants to brush the re&r dec
Today it rained — persistently throughout the mognthen blustery showers later. Our real enentlyasvind,
and at one point we experienced a really nasty show approach to a lock. We were literally blowdes/ays
into the bank. No damage thankfully, just a delayva reversed back up the canal and tried again.

To make things easier for the Admiral (who had tatesponsibility for getting us through the dowii-loicks)
we had two ‘point-men’ on shore stood each sidleeoock entrance to give the skipper a sight nraakel
count down the remaining metres from ten to zeao2vivay radio. For the first 11 locks bicycles wesed to
accompany the boat lock to lock, then a car vidipubads when the towpath ran out!

Anybody seeing us from the shore witness a relaxedefficient crew piloting our temperamental okdde
through beautiful Burgundy with time for a chat andiave to passers-by. But from within the boaait be a
different story — basics need to be addressede¥ample the engine room can be a problem area # thiee
main engine stalls and there is insufficient pressuthe compressed air cylinder to re-starhie, compressor
must be started to re-charge the air. This canddke minutes. When the engine stalls while entgai lock,
Aster must be stopped on the bow rope to prevanddwroying the front gates, and herself. It@dlks
efficient to the outsider but calmness and know-lao&vvital to sort things out. Today the black waank was
full to the brim (there is no gauge to ascertaindflevels) and the discharge pump failed to wdtke Systems
Officer and his cohorts had to open an inspectetcthon the tank and rig up pumps and pipes to &aep
waste system operational. Basic requirements, dcegsary.

Entering Chagny, the wind was howling so gettirgltbat to the shore and tying up safely testedyenerto
the limit. It is so easy to lose control in a relaly small space in a strong wind. Praise of tighést order
must go the the First Officer (Matthew) for guiding in safely.

Today (day 6) we will stop for lunch in Fragnesdrefdescending the 10-metre lock onto the Saone and
beginning the last leg of the journey to St. J&da.will moor on the river, the exact location todetermined
by our progress, but the intention is to be atearrEcuelles.
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